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Ice Storage and Ice Houses: 
1780 BC --- ice house in northern Mesopotamian 
1100 BC --- evidence of ice pits in China 

By 400 BC ---Persian engineers had mastered techniques of 
constructing ȅŀƪƘŎƘņƭto store ice harvested from nearby 
mountains.

300 BC ---Alexander the Great (snow pits to hold snow and ice)
200s AD ---Romans (snow shops)

Cold springs, root cellars



Ice Houses: ̧ŀƪƘŎƘņƭ(this one at Yazd, Iran) is a Persian ice pit or a type of evaporative cooler. Above 

ground, the structure had a domed shape, but had a subterranean storage space. It was often used to store 
ice and food. The subterranean space coupled with the thick heat-resistant construction material insulated 
the storage space all year.  



Ice Houses: Ice 

houses in England/UK.



Ice Houses: Croome'sthatched ice house, Worcestershire, UK



Ice Houses: Botany Bay Icehouse, Edisto Island, SC



Ice Houses: Ice house designs 

usually began as an underground 
egg-shaped cellar. This ice house, 
dating from 1780s and designed by 
architect John Nash, was discovered 
in 2018 buried under London streets. 

In 1822, following a very mild winter, 
William Leftwich chartered a vessel 
to Norway to collect 300 tons of ice 
harvested from crystal-clear frozen 
lakes. Previous imports had been lost 
at sea, or melted while baffled 
customs officials dithered over how 
to tax such unique cargo. 



John Nash designed the Royal Pavilion at Brighton, as well as 
Buckingham Palace. 



Ice industry in US: 
Ice was critical in the fishing industry. 
Before 1800, ice was a luxury available only to those who had estates or who 
could afford to purchase it.

1799 --- Ice was first shipped from NYC to Charleston, SC. Note: ice melt
1820-1840 ---bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ¢ǳŘƻǊ ό¢ƘŜ άLŎŜ YƛƴƎέύ ŀƴŘ ²ȅŜǘƘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
insulation (straw, sawdust, burlap) and the efficiency of ice houses (drainage; 
square vs round), and cutting ice in uniform squares, which decreased ice melt 
loss from 66% to just 8%. 
1840s --- Ice was shipped from U.S. to London.  
1840s and 1850s --- Average families wanted to use ice for food storage in the 
home. 



Before ice was harvested, they had to clear the snow off. Sandusky Bay (OH), off Lake Erie. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3x9rc-54s-I 
Pocono Manor Ice Harvest in 1919 

Ice harvesting in action at Pocono Manor in 1919
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3x9rc-54s-I 

Thompson Ice House Harvesting Festival, Bristol, Maine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-phNH6iaM8

RaquetteLake Ice Harvest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Wi0GzgymbU



Ice pond at CroomeMansion, Worcestershire, UK. It was shallow just for the purpose of harvesting ice, and 
the meltwater fed back into the pond. 



Conveyor belt used to move ice blocks from pond to ice house. Sandusky Bay (OH) off Lake Erie.  


